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Courtenay Sport Astra
VXR Stage Two upgrade

Performance Tuner Tech Test

We put the well known Vauxhall tuner’s Stage Two Astra VXR
tuning package to the test, with impressive results
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W
ith 237bhp and 236lb ft being

transferred through its front

wheels, there’s no denying

that Vauxhall’s Astra VXR has

raised the temperature of the

current crop of hot hatches up several notches.

Even better, it’s now becoming clear that the

VXR’s 2-litre turbo motor just begs to be

massaged as it responds well to carefully

developed upgrades nicely. Hence why PT has

arrived at expert Vauxhall tuner Courtenay

Sport’s seriously impressive new Norfolk-based

headquarters to see what’s involved with

extracting extra grunt from the Astra VXR’s

powerful engine. 

But first, a little technical background about

the Astra’s powerplant. It’s been knocking

around now for a while in the Astra G and Zafira

turbo models, where it’s designated the code

Z20LET. In this specification it’s capable of

197bhp, or rather more if Courtenay Sport gets

its hands on it. 

But for use in the Astra VXR General Motors

undertook some serious reworking of the base

Z20LET unit, including a revised block with

under piston oil spray jets, forged pistons with

Teflon coated skirts, a revised inlet manifold

and larger fuel injectors. Turbo-wise, the VXR’s

KKK unit flows more air courtesy of a larger a/r

ratio, while superior bearings are used to

withstand the greater loads imposed upon it,

and it’s fitted to an improved cast exhaust

manifold that promises greater durability. Even

the airbox is modified at the factory, as most of

the flow restrictive internals are removed to

improve inlet characteristics.
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