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onto the three bolts that hook the turbo

downpipe up to the front section of the

exhaust system. These have been known

to shear off, so there’s a degree of skill

required in the operation. 

As the Astra VXR runs two lambda

probes (one upstream of the catalyst,

another downstream) these are

unplugged from the wiring loom to allow

their removal in situ with the standard

pipework. Once disconnected, the front

and middle sections of the exhaust are

unbolted and removed from their mounts

on the underside of the Astra. Attention

then switches to the ends of the system

– the turbo down pipe is removed from

the turbocharger by loosening its spring

clamp, then (having masked around the

tailpipe aperture in the bumper to

prevent damage) the factory backbox is

unhooked and removed.

On the floor of Courtenay’s new

workshop, a side to side comparison with

the stock VXR exhaust and the Remus

stainless steel system is revealing. Most

obviously, the Remus system dispenses

with the stock turbo downpipe’s

restrictive cellular pre-catalyst in favour

of a smooth radiussed pipe that

promises superior flow, as does the

70mm diameter pipework, compared to

the 50mm diameter standard exhaust.

Further down the Remus system, the

Courtenay Sport
is a Vauxhall

specialist (near
right) and can

work on both the
Z20LET and

Z20LEH engines,
among many

other units

On paper, Courtenay’s Stage Two
upgrade raises theAstra VXR’s p-w-r
from 170bhp-per-tonne to 203bhp[ ]
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