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Temporary boost
gaugeis fitted to
the VXR’s turbo
while Courtenay
mapping takes
place (right)

Vauxhall Tech 2
diagnostics
handset plugs
into Astra’s OBDII
port (right)
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usefully, the software is switchable, via
the VXR’s console mounted ‘Sport’
button. Deactivate this and the Astra’s
ECU restricts the opening of the drive-
by-wire throttle, which pegs the power
and torque figures back to standard
levels. This facility can be useful on a
soaking wet track where traction is at a
premium, or if the car is a daily drive and
economy is an issue - or licence
preservation, for that matter...

So with the new map uploaded,
Courtenay’s Mark Ratcliffe rigs up a
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Motec wide band lambda probe to
monitor the VXR’s air/fuel ratio and a
Vauxhall ‘Tech 2’ diagnostics handset is
plugged into the OBDII port, as this
allows Courtenay to monitor critical
engine parameters on the rolling road,
including air charge temperature,
exhaust gas temperature, knock control
and drive by wire throttle performance.
After a couple of runs to verify the
map settings and boost levels, the post
conversion figures are remarkable - peak
power has shot up to 282.8bhp at
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5768rpm, representing gain of 39.2bhp.
More impressively, the torque increase is
dramatic, topping 291.2lb ft at 4140rpm,
up by an epic 33.9lb ft at peak. Crucially
the shape of the Courtenay equipped
VXR’s curves are smoother and more
progressive than the standard power
curves, providing a huge spread of urge
across the Astra’s rev range, without
having to work the engine harder to
enjoy the extra performance. And thanks
to the Remus system’s exhaust note, the
Stage Two converted Courtenay Astra



