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ASTRA BIG BRAKE
CONVERSION

Words and photos: Rob Hawkins

Convert your Astra MKIV front brakes tc
grooved and vented dinner plates and

pair of callipers from Courtenay.

Tis is the rule all modifications
should follow: stopping power
before engine power. If you
want your car to go faster, make sure
it can stop quicker. Thanks to
Courtenay Sport, anyone with an
Astra MKkIV can beef-up the brakes
with some Frisbee-sized, cool-looking
322 mm vented and grooved front
discs. Bear in mind, though, that
youell need to fit 17 inch or larger
wheels to accommodate such a wide
diameter of disc, and youell also need
a pair of Courtenayes callipers as the
standard callipers are too small.
Courtenay also produces a 308
mm vented and grooved disc, which
can use the standard calliper by
fitting an adapter bracket and will
squeeze under a 16 inch wheel.
However, wesve shown how to fit one
the latest top-spec options and blow
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all your money in one go. At £608.95
for the full kit (E533.95 for non-
grooved items), you get two brand-
new discs, single piston sliding
callipers, brake pads and brake flexi
hoses.

Changing the discs and callipers
on the Astra MkIV is actually quite
straightforward. The standard discs
are retained by the wheel bolts and a
5 mm allen key bolt, so you donet
even need to undo the hub nut.

Remember, though, that safety is
especially important when changing
brakes. Do not rely solely on a single
trolley or scissor jack when raising
your car and removing a wheel -
always support it with at least one
axle stand. Before working on the
brakes, clean off any brake dust and
donet leave any drinks or food nearby.
Similarly, be cautious with brake
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' TOOL CHECK TABV

5+7mm allen keys
80-grade emry paper
" Brake cleaner

Brake fluid, tube and bottle
Breaker bar or air compressor and tools

Cooper grease
Empty container
- Screwdrivers

Spanners and socket set 10-18 mm

Torque wrench

Trolley jack and axle stand

Wheel brace and chocks

Pliers or mole grips

fluid. Donet let it get onto your
paintwork.

You may want to consider uprating
your brake fluid, especially if youere
intending to have some serious bhp
under the bonnet, which will
consequently require some seriously
heavy braking. DOT 4 brake fluid
seems to be the standard nowadays,
but a DOT 5 has a higher boiling
point, so it can cope with harsher
braking.

After yousve fitted your new
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brakes, ites important they should be
bedded-in correctly. Avoid heavy
braking for the first 250 miles. Apply
only light braking and use the gears
to slow you down. The new pads
need to bed into the discs. If you
repeatedly brake hard before they
have bedded in, the disc may
overheat and warp.

As a guide, set aside half a day to
change the discs, callipers and pads
for the bigger brakes weeve shown
here. Right, letes get started...
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Position the car on level ground, apply the handbrake
and select first gear. Wash the front wheels to removd
any brake dust. Place large blocks of wood in front a
behind one of the rear wheels. Slacken the road whe
nuts for the front wheel you intend to remove first.
Place a trolley jack
underneath the sill, next
to the rear of the
wheelarch of the wheel tg
be removed. Raise the
trolley jack and place an
axle stand underneath thg
chassis leg to secure the
car. Remove the wheel
and spray brake cleaner
over the brakes.
Use a pair of pliers or mole grips to remove the brake flexi hosg
retaining clip. Disconnect the ABS electrical plug connection an
secure the wiring so itss away from the brakes. This provides m
room to access the brake calliper bolts for the next step.
@
Undo the two 18 mm brake calliper bolts. These will be tough to undo, so
use a breaker bar or air gun. When undoing the top bolt, move the brake
flexi hose to access it. Once both bolts are undone, the calliper can be
removed complete with brake pads.
Disconnect the brake flexi hose at the calliper. This is a 12 mm banjo bolt.
Once undone, brake fluid will escape, so collect it in a container and
dispose. The brake flexi hose can be clamped to restrict brake fluid loss,
but it will need to be removed in the next step.
¥
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www.courtenaysport.co.uk
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Tel: 01692 404313
Fax: 01692 404069

CONTACT
Courtenay Sport
10c Folgate Road
North Walsham

Norfolk
NR28 0AJ
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(Supplied by Courtenay Sport. All prices include VAT.)

PARTS AND PRICES

(r

Big brake kit comprising 322 mm vented and grooved

discs, brake hoses, single piston sliding callipers and new|

brake pads: £608.95 (£533.95 for non-grooved discs).

308 mm grooved discs to fit standard Astra MKIV callipers]

with adapter bracket: £350 (£230 non-grooved discs).
Fast road pads: £49.95.
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